Press release

How to get more familiar with an alien giant?

China, this is for most people a more than mysterious country and, for many, raising fear rather than curiosity. Almost everybody secretly believes to know enough about this country. But let us be honest, are we not rather marked by prejudice? What do we really know about China?

We know too little, Bernhard Wessling remarks in his entertaining book

„Here I am LaoWei“

The author has made something most of us would lack the courage to do. At an age at which others enter preretirement or at least plan to do so, he went to China to introduce a special chemical nanotechnology to the local market. The entrepreneur and chemist had much too often received complaints of Chinese clients. He decided to move into the boomtown of ShenZhen in south China, where by his Chinese friends whom he gets to know fast he is deferentially called "LaoWei" – Protector or Guardsman.

Authenticity and sophistication of his descriptions and more than 140 photos taken by the author make the book a special reading pleasure. Bernhard Wessling eliminates a couple of prejudices, for his descriptions are honest, in-depth, vivid and realistic and – the reader will note this from every single line – marked by affection for the people, and by understanding them. Whether talking about how to found a company in China and achieve success in spite of massive problems, or about the football matches on the week-end (with friends who are as old as the sons of the author), about the enthusiasm for the Olympic games or the football world championship, or about visits to natural oases in this megalopolis, we feel like being right there, developing our own vivid images. We celebrate with Wessling and his new friends the Chinese New Year party, are surprised of culinary adventures and discover rare birds in the parks.

Here is not a sober counsellor, presenting lifeless facts, questionable advice and instant guidelines for China. Wessling offers a decent alternative instead. He does not pretend to be able to explain China to us. Rather, the author tries to do justice to the complexity of this gigantic country, while introducing to us all the facets which he got to know in the course of 6 years. There are no Them, The Chinese, nor Those Ten Rules that if observed will guarantee success in China.

We will find indeed that with regard to this country it is like with many other aspects of life: we must be willing to jump into the cold water and approach it ideally free of prejudices (or at least with the willingness to revise those prejudices).

Wessling succeeds in that, and thus an alien giant becomes for the reader a little bit less alien…

And besides, this book is a humorous and entertaining case study about how to move up to completely new problems and to solve them creatively. Wessling’s agenda, “I would prefer to have this problem“ is evident from this, and the joy is felt that the author has in approaching every new problem, and the satisfaction that arises from its solution.

The author (www.bernhard-wessling.net): 

The entrepreneur and chemist Dr. Bernhard Wessling (born in 1951) has been researching since the beginning of his professional activity (in 1977) in a completely new chemical nanotechnology (www.organic-nanometal.de). He built up first an enterprise of 300 staff members which produced special raw materials for the plastic industry, while also speeding up fundamental research there. In 1996 he founded a subsidiary, Ormecon GmbH, and sold the plastic raw material business to Clariant AG. The new material class of organic nanometals discovered by himself he then introduced to different markets, p. e. in the electronic industry, mainly in Asia.

10 years ago Bernhard Wessling has published another book, “Kranichgedanken” ("Cranes' Thoughts", Margraf-Verlag),. describing the results of his research in the behaviour of cranes and their calls, how to recognise individual cranes by frequency analysis of their voices and the application in the protection of cranes, above all with the resettlement of the most endangered whooping crane in North America (www.craneworld.de). 

Till 2007 he pursued research in cranes at his leisure, just as he now, since 2005, conducts “interactive intercultural research” and photographic studies in China, beside his demanding business and scientific activity (his most recent scientific publication at: http://www.mdpi.com/2073-4360/2/4/786/) 

The book 

„Here I am LaoWei“

was published now in second printing (expanded and updated) in 3 versions (Books on Demand, Norderstedt, Germany), 224 pages:

· 140 colour images ISBN 978-3-8448-7273-6
· 140 b/w images ISBN (international sales)
· e-book (Apple i-store) 

(will be announced) 

For a review copy,  HYPERLINK "mailto:docwessling@gmail.com"
please ask the author (docwessling@gmail.com) or the publishing company at http://www.bod.de/rezensionsexemplar. 

Already published reviews/book presentations:

http://www.sinolandquality.com/Blog/?page_id=435 (in English)

http://www.de-cn.net/for/deindex.htm in German (see the contribution by Cornelius Müller)

translation into English: http://www.bernhard-wessling.net/rezensionen-book-reviews/full-text-and-translation-german-review-to-english/  
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